ſold by him at London 
LHatberineaſtreet in 


in Edinburgh, 
> XLIII. 
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we conſider that our 
fas commanded us tt 
at manner we dught to 
ſuent prayer in his | 
urptifang, that any who . 
ſhould indulge them ¾ðN 
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glesk, ofthis ii 
It is, Mittle acquaintance with what © WY 

Id, puts it beyond. all doubt, that the expreſs 
"OR „with re ard to yer, are "ll 


To what cauſes can ſuch 
beter the pr keſſion and 
| be alcrib'4? There may be 

+ PS tpits in life, But as it 5 


— 


. - men's tempen, an | ie- - 
would detain us too Jong, to enumerate them 
at preſent, to take notice of 
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that, which every one who has reflected on what 
. paſſes in the world in his own time, or has look. 
cd into the hiſtory of former ages, muſt have ob- 


hop'd it may not be 


. the ff place, 


and to ſet it in its tru 


on commonly call'd ? et 
adoration and thankigiv 
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ſerved ; namely, That the beſt things may fall 
into diſrepute, and conſequently into diſuſe, for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe they have been a- 


| buſed by the weak or the artful and deſigning 


part of mankind. Thus, prayer, an excellent 


thing in itſelf, and a noble mean of improving 


our ſouls in every thing virtuous and praiſe · wor 


thy, is ſunk into contempt among one part of the 


world, fröm this accidental circumſtance, that 
weak and well-meaning people have ſometimes 


ſullied its native beauty, by a mixture of low / 
ſuperſtition; or, becauſe worldly. and deſigning 
men have perverted it to ſerve their wicked pur- 


1 „ 
In diſcourſing therefore on this ſubje&, tis 


uſef! ul, to endeavour, in 


To 


4 


li. 


9 "SN | 
foreign and ſuperfluous, circumſtances. 


In the ſecond place, To vindicate it from the 


_ objections commonly urged againſt it. And, 


_ . Thirllly, To point out the advantages which 
ariſe from the ſincere and ſtedfaſt practice of it. 
Before we enter upon the conſiderationpf theſe 


5 
$ 


heads, it is propergo obſerve, that ptiyer is to 


be underſtood in a teſtrain'd Tenſe in this diſ- 
courſe; as ſignifying chiefly that part of devoti-. 

05 ; as diſtinguiſh'd from 
iving, which are frequently 
comprehended in the meaning of the word prayer. 


In order to underſtand the nature of prayer, let 
us take notice that the inward acts of mind and 


heart 
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in the nature of prayer; 
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many marks of our dependence, our indigence, 
and ignorance. We find ourſelves poſſeſſed of an 
exiſtence which, if we only regard this preſent + . 
life, is confin'd within very narrow bounds, and. 
extends only to a very ſhort period. We ſee all 
creatures about us continually diſappearing, after 
having acted their part but a few: years on this 
Mage: and we cannot avoid expecting the ſame fate 
ourſelyes; that we muſt ſoon withdraw into dark- 
neſs, and make oom for others: as we came into be- | 
ing without our own choice or conſent, at the ple. 
. ſure of another; ſo we muſt depart out of this „ 
ſtate of being, at the command of him who 
ſent us into it: and even while we are allowed 
to continue here, we can neither procure for our 
ſelves all the good things we want and defire, . of 
nor ſecure the poſſeſſion of what we already en 
joy: we feel manifold wants which we cannot 
ſupply: we groan under manifold imperfettions 
__ and infirmities which we cannot remove: we are 
flable to innumerable dangers, many of which Ws 
| we do not foreſee ; and from others, even when * 
we do ſee them approaching us, we cannot de- 
fend ourſelves, We are conſcious that we are 
N | 7 


* 
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* 


ala fe 
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ſhall befal us in our paſſag 


know we what our ſtate, or employment ſhall 
be in thoſe other regions, into which we muſt | 
enter when we depart from this world, But the 
moſt lamentable and mortif ing ignorance is ſtill 
behind, namely, ignorance of our duty, or- the 
great rule of life; ignorance of our true happi- 


e thro? 


_ neſs, and the way that leads unto it. Tho we 


1 


- convinces us, that a 


have ſome al knowledge of our duty, fron 
the light of reaſon and revelation ; yet we find 
that we are not only in danger Men but fre- 
quently do err in applying general rules to parti · 
cular — . * daily ex 8 
gard to worldly Intereſt 
and the ſtrength of irregular appetites and aff 
ons, y darken our underſtandings, and oc- 
caſion ſuch falſe judgments concerning our beha - 
viour, as neceſlarily lead us aſtray from the path 
of life: and, ſurely, have great reaſon to 


| dread the conſequences of a departure from the 
law of righteouſneſs, yndex the government of 


the righteous Judge of all the earth. In like man- 


ner, tho' we have ſome general and ſpeculative 


knowledge conceming our true happineſs, or 


chief good; yet our own experience, as well as 
obſervation of the world, may convince us, that 
our views of it are not ſo cleax and ſtriking as, 
at all times, to prevent our purſuing falle ap- 
pearances of it: for alas! how D how 


. _ 


F r — dhe the ſe 
| hw Ig Ag Gd bend 


7 8 E 
4h , the lifting of of dings, ykoheought a in : 


— teach — part we: ſhould. at; to 
all that darkneſs of underſtanding, which is 
apt to miſlead us from the ri 9 to for- 
give our fins and follies; to deliver us from the 
give conſequences. of all our errors; to preſerve 
us from — into them; and to guide us fafe- 
1y to ſome proper manſions. of reſt, of light, and 
Joy, E — grave. — one who has im- 
printed on his mind a juſt fenſe of his Ignorance, 
weaknefs, guilt, and danger, Will find an inward 
neceſſity conſtraining him to have ne in 
fervent prayer, to the great Author of his being, 
to conduct him ſafely through this ſtage of his 
8 to continue his providential care, in 
guiding him through the valley and ſhadow of 
— and to ſettle K 
place of abode. 5 

T be third act of mind exerted | in x prayer, is 


whom 


x firm belief) and aſſured rut, in thar God to 2 


de will. not 1 — do N is beſt, — of 
tends to the greateſt good of the whole rw 
of intolligent — but that he will, ſoon; 

er or later, bring ever 
_ wiſdom from him, to tt 


fidence in the infinite me 


of all, there would be no 
nor encouragement to the practice of it. 


5 he,) and it ſhall 
bl e,) and i 


y one who ſincerely "leon 


8. Without this con; 
21 of the great — 
foundation for p 3 

Ns 


we inquire into the doctrine of divine revelation 


on this head, we find lively and unſhaken acts of 
 truſtin God are by it re 


eſented as equally ne- 
ceſſary and eſſential parts of prayer, with either 


of thoſe already mentioned. He that cometh 


4 to God muſt believe that he is, and that he is 
* a rewarder of them wh diligently ſeek —_ 


Hieb. xi. 6. If any of you lack wiſdom, let 


- 


K 


him aſk it of God, that giveth to all men libe- | 
6 rally, and euer ot; and it ſhall be gi- 
6. ven 2 ut let him aſk in faith, nothing 


_ © wavering, for he that wavereth is like a wave 
e of the ſea, driven with the wind and toſſed.” 


James i. 5, 6. There are numberleſs joyful 


declarations to the ſame purp 
the Old Teſtament : ſuch as, The Lord is 
“ nigh to all them that call upon him in truth: 
& he will fulfill the deſirè of them that fear him; 
e he alſowill hear their cry, and will ſave them.“ 
Pſalm cxlv. 18, 19. Our bleſſed Saviour hath ex 


. preſily new de and confirmed all thoſe deli ght · 


ful promiſes, which were publiſned by the mii. 8 
red writers under former iſpenſations. 
given; ſock and ye 5 


find; Knock, and I. ſhall 


oſſeſſion of perfect vi- 


urpoſe, in the books of 5 


be e it mall be opened: : or, What man is 


dere or you, whom his fon alt bread; will 
lie Bie im a ſtone; or if he aſk a fih, WII 
4 he give him a ſerpent? ? if ye then being evil, 


©" know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 


«dren, how much more ſhall your Father which 
4 ig in heaven give good — to them who 
«aſk him? Marth. vii. 56, 7,8,9 9, 10. That theſe 


Ba ev! and' poſitive declatations of the will of 


[ On and more directly calculated to encourage 
the ſtudy and practice of true religion, than the 


ind ehe 122 endet; 1 ods .X 


are more fully ſatisfactory to the human 


o 


general perſuaſion that God will alw ays do What 


is' firteſt and beſt,” is ſo evident, that it is need - 


leſs to ſpend time in illuſtrating | it. What great 
numbers of mankind are capable of underſtand- 
ing a plain and expreſs promiſe, and of drawing 


the higheſt conſolation and encouragement from 
it, in the courſe of a virtuous life, who could 
never have reaſoned out to themlelves a cleat 


and juſt character of the Deity; nor inferred 
from it, that he would conſtantly and univerſally 
connect felicity with virtue? This plainly 
us, that it'is an unſpeakable advantage, to:enjoy 
ſuch a clear revelation of the will of God; as ba- 
niſhes all doubt and uncertainty, concerning the 
meth 
crentutes. But, at the ſame time, it may be ob- 
ſerved; that there is good ground to hope it al- 


ſhews 


in which he treats his apoſtate and'guilty | 


ways hits been, is at preſent, and will for ever i 
be, che great, the ſtanding, the invariable law 
ol the divine government, to beſtow wiſdom, vir 


2 1 upon 3 
= with 


© 


which eut-fords reſt | ec ere for it it is very ob- · 
ſervable, that theſe joyful aſſurances from the 


great Father of all, hat 1 will be e 
Mole: who, leok . 2 expreſt 2 gene · 


nation or country. "Beſides, nothing 
5 — — — the or of perſon charter of 
. who is no-7 of perſons, accept- 
eth thoſe: in every m tion who: fear him, and 
to beftiend and aſl 
all thoſe who ſincerely ſeek: his aid. May we 
| not then indulge ourſely nnn 
e erer mere wes fi one found, even in 
er heathen world, grc nay under a ſenſe of hs 
ignorance « aa. C pravity, and ea : 
panting after light and purity; im God never 
did deny his grace to ſuch a perſon, but en- 
— — 
ary for ing cart, in 
ke faramrd Jn ho the paths of goodneſs?” Avis 
| mult be acknowledged, that thas ſincerity, and 
honeſty of heart, which prompts any one to ſeek 
direction and aſſiſtance from. above, is itſelf a 
gift, a ſpecial: gift of God ; ſo it ſhould like · 
wile be owned, 5 here is no reaſon to ſu- 
ſpe, 8 God will « ny what farther light and 
may be nec hey for him, whom he 
has already diſt gutſhed ſo far with his favour, 
as to beſtow hinvfincerity and uprightneſs | 
of heart; provided he maintains and cheriſhe: 
chat lovely. diſpoſition, and carneltly” ane the 
190 „ of heaven in U 1 8 
Peters ure conciude th. ä wie, 


let it be — ws. to. —_ 
that, when it is ſaid, God Will 


bim with real ſincerity and bmi of ſoul, . : 


— , % * 
| GE, EE I e 3 J 


. maſt only be underſtood of what is nece 


he 
one of adverſity 


ee 
« the deſires of thoſe who. ſeek him; this 
muſt always be underſtood of thoſe who feek 


98 indiſpenſably required in the glpel 


Gene Ci ;) and Who, in a conſtant depen- 


dence on the divine aſſi ſtance, exert their. ut- 


moſt endeavours, to do whatever they gan 5 Ee, 
cern to he the will of God. Farther, this do- 


cine, of the certainty of obtaining our 2 5 
or 
enlightening and aſſiſting us in the paths af vir- 


me; and ſhould by no means be extended to a 
thouſand other things, 


which we may delire to 
know. or poſſcls, tho? they: have 2 inſeparable 2 


Fe rape N cy deen We 


Gs d fondneſs, 
5 i 


— — - 6 — , in theſe. things, 
| we mult not hope to be . We muſt 


learn to leave the all wiſe diſpoſer of every e 
vent, to lead us to happineſs, in whatever path 
pleaſes ; whether it be the hard and ragged 
and affliction, or the more ſoft 
and. ſmooth one of p es. and joy. And, 
— let us carefull remember, that there is 
round to e that even our. beſt and 
— pious deſires are to be accom . all at 
once, and in an inſtant: We muſt wait with pa- 
tience, till God ſhall finiſh his own Work, 10 c 


the various methods of his providence and grace: 


*Tis with the works of God within us, as with 
the works of nature, without us: They ate 
leted all at once, and iy. an inſſant: 
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pure prayer itſelf, 


1 55 low and dente — 
muſt have time to hecome a man. The # tree 
wich is but juſt nov V planted, muſt have time 


to grow up to its full maturity, and bring forth 


fut. In like manner, the progreſs of the foul 
towatds perfection in virtue, is by ſlowy ad van 


ces: Bad habits muſt be gradually weakened 


add overcome; and good diſpoſitions muſt be 


eight, by an almoſt im- 
In a word, tho we may 
eavenly Father will bring 


raiſed to their proper 
erceptible increaſe. 
aſſured that our 


us to perfection in glory and happineſs, at laſt; 
yet it is only by the flow and almoſt indiſcern- 
able ſteps of his 1 7 lence 1 e ay we | 


muſt be ripened f 


5 


Now, From: this vi w rid! ayer, it appears; 
inthe firſt place, that there- proſe foundation laid 


for it, in the nature and circumſtances of man- 
Kind, as dependent, ignorant, weale and guilty 


creatures; ; and in thoſ : (manifeſtations their Crea- - 

perfections, | 

as employed for their ſaſety and welfare. And, 
in the ſecond place, from what has been ſaid 
of the inward acts of mind and heart exerted in 

7 prayer,” we nay infor, ee ee 5 


tor hath given them of his glorious 


thin gs Umperiially, « : 


- mudlklndy and that 171 3.4 natirel tendeney to 


If ops . 


inguif 
rh 4 thoſs odd: — oll ö 
things, which may ometimes mingle with 10 
mult ſee, that it is a thing highly reaſonable; 
that it is unavoidable, * thoſe who allow them- 
elves: to think ſerjout 1 by; that it is fit, and be. 
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ere 4 na "Furnifh 
per anſwers to the 65 9 | 
only infiſted. on by tho 


re und 8 r of pr deer Which felis 
us to the LIED LAs 4 ett YER OJ; DO9) EI ns 
AI Hea®propoled above, namely, to Mud 
ate prayer from the obi Jectione cottymonly' ge 
'agaifft it. A Heine B15 3% Pi pong 04 $9 90 
_ uſt; Then, it is ohjefted y ſome, that a 
4 6mniſcient God 1805 already whit we Want, 
* befote we'aſk it; and to Wat purpoſe do we 
«aſk choſe things which he alieaty Knee d 
ec ſand in need of? The anſwer to this objection | 
is evident: That the deſign of prayer is not to 
inform God of things which he did not know be- 
fore. This is ſo far from being the deſign of it i, 
very one, even of the meaneſt capacity, 
ünderſtatids, - that, When he addreſſes himſelf 
His Maker,” "he" '6ught to have'it”expreſly in "his 
cot nffderation, that he to hom he prays, Knows 
all his Wants already, every citeumnſtance of his 
condition, and every thouglit df kis heart. The 
real deſign of prayer is, in the firſt place, to ex. 
preſs, lader a lively impreſſion of the preſence 
of God, the ſenſe we have of dür dependence 
1 {him of our manifold Wants, ind'thathe'a- 
lone is able to ſupply them; and to make this 
ſenſe more deep and affecting. Nowy, ſince it is 
aà certain truth , that we depend upon God; and 
have numberleſs wants, the ſupplying of which 
ve can expedt From God OP 18 — 
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n r 

dares pretend to have credit and authority ſuſh- 

n ? Is not this a truth 
owned by angelt in en, as well as men 

on earth? 

ever ouned 


Is not this «truth which ſhall be for 
is not © 1g Gs 


by a deper OC Lala 


gemer | | of i. myſt/be cur Grlti.ane 
On and our moſt natural and moſt l 


uty: our obligation to it can never be extin · 
guiſhed any other w: than either by coil 
ing us, depriving-us d en reaſon, or rendering 
us independent. E 

Is it neunen alt Lat an FACING and 2 — 
al ſenſe of our dependent ſtate, has a mighty in- 


fluence on all the duti 8 which we owe to our 
Creator, and to one another? The ſtrength of 
our love, the warmth of our gratitude to our Ma- 
Ker, and the ſtability of our confidence in him, 
muſt riſe or fall in propottion as tbe — 
e dependence upon him is f r ſts 


#7 * 
8 


ing ing hem as the children af the — Bi 
rent of all, equally depending upon him with ou. 
ſelves, for all — here, or hope for here- 
aſter; ſo, nothing can more effeftually check that 
pride, ſelfiſhneſs and vanity, which leads un to 
contemn and injure our brethren of 
than an habitual ſenſe; that we are a8 really de. 
[nary — as they are; that we are as in · 
tent for our on happineſs as they are; and 
that he on whom we depend can ſoom riſe them - 
to our ſtate, or thruſt us down into theirs: W 
then, may not this truth, moſt certain in it 
and moſt important in its conſequences, be — in 
in the moſt publick and — manner; in that 
5 manner, which naturally tends to make the deep 
impreſſions of it upon our hearts? and that; 
certainly, is the owning it in direct addreſſes to 
God himſelf. Why ſhould we 3 embrace _ 
rtunity of acknowledging it, 
: lik le ling — — 
contribute to imprint a deep and abiding con. 
| viſion of it on our own minds, and thoſe of all 
around us? Bur ene 3 
head of petitioning; it is, 1 
'2dly, A further def n-of prager, to | 
* an actual ſenſe of the preſence of God, out 
a uſes of ein 5 all * — and 


feel earned renting af 
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23 — ugh to encomngrand | 


in love, joy, and prai 


and, by — ac 


why may we not 


favour them K then ve fd ardent deſires a 
riſing. e the knowledge; the fu. 
the reſembl nee and enjoyment. of God, 

eſs them in that manner, 
zces, which will contribute 


in thoſe crc * 


maſt to cultivate and |increaſe ſuch boi 


944.4 


and 2 motions of the rational ſoul? 


1 1 RC ſuch deſires to God iviths 
moſt Aeckual method 


of ſtrengthning them. If 
we believe that God can accompliſh theſe wor. 
— — why, may. we not aſk. it of him? If 
nd trũſt n him that he will ſooner or 

— — them, why may we not declare 
our joyful expectations of being at laſt poſſeſſed 
of — If we feel our ſouls aſcending to God 
>, is it not reaſonable, that 

we ſhould. indulge the ſc delightful ſentiments, 
eee and — 


: Shines, 5 2 


f theſs-. inward « notions * own are ut 


and natural, . wie cannot but approve them, if 


we judge them; worthy of being cheriſhed 4 cul 


ſtrengthned;. why 


nay. we not give full vent to 


them, 4 in all proper methods of outward expreſſi 


SR f * 


on? and, if our own experience, and the teſti- 
mony of the beſt of mankind inform us, that the 
yielding up we. o the full influences of de. 
vout and giving them full ſcope in 

voice and language, eſpecially in addreſſes to 
God, are the moſt effectual methods of inereaſ 
ing chat ſtrength and teryour, and of — | 
their happy nt thro? the: whole of — — 4 
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. poſed to beſtow on his creatures hate ver is 
proper for them; and, fince he is infinite: in 
_ &: wiſdom, he will always chooſe the fitteſt time, 
and beft manner of beſtowing it. To what 


— 


mean of producing that frame of mind, which 


8 pole, then, do we entreat him to do, what 


he certainly will do, without any ſollicitation | 


% or importunity? To this it may be anſwe- 


red; That, as it is not the deſign of prayer to 
give information to our Creator of things he was 


not acquainted with before; ſo, neither is it the 


deſign of it to move his afleAions, as good ſpea- 

kers move the hearts of their hearers by the pa- 
thetick arts of oratory; nor to raiſe his pity, as 
beggars by their importunities and tears work up- 


on the compaſſion of the by - ſtanders. Gods not 


fabjeCt to thoſe ſudden paſſions and emotions of 
mind which we feel; nor to any change of his 
meaſures and conduct, by their influence: He 
is not wrought upon and changed by our pray- 
I 


ers; for, with him there 18 no variablene 
, nor ſhadow of turning. Prayer only works 


its effect upon 1; as it contributes to change 


the temper of our minds; to beget or improve 
right diſpoſitions in them; to lay them open to 
the impreſſions of ſpiritual objects, and thus qua- 


lify us for receiving the favour and approbation 


of our Maker, and all thoſe aſſiſtances which he 


„ 


not ly in the mere aſſcing; but in its being the 


quali 
"4 q * 
; 5 ot 


has promiſed to thoſe who call upon him in ſin- 
_ cerity and in truth: The efficacy of prayer does 
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18 @Objettions anſwered. 
1 qualifies us to receive. If it is ſtill urged, Why 
. 5 4 do we aſk, if God does not grant Ws 4 
the aſking??? To this I reply, That, if bx 
aſking be underſtood the uttering of words, and 
uſing a voice and language, in which all the 
ſymptoms of earneſtneſs and importunity appear; 
this external part of aſking, I own, ſerves: no 
purpoſe, with reſpect to God; and the only uſe 
F of it is to engage the attention, and raiſe the de- 
votion of our own minds, or thoſe of others. But, 
| if by aſking, be underſtood the inward deſires and 
breathings of the ſoul after thoſe heavenly diſpo- 
= ſiſttions, in which the perfection and happineſs of 
= our natureschieflyyconſiſt: in this ſenſe of it, I 


aſſert, that theſe are the beginnings of virtue: 
_ Theſe are the means of improving it, both in 
1 the nature of things, and by the poſitive appoint- 
WE 4 ment of God: Theſe are inſeparable from real 
<q virtue, as long as it is capable of improvement; 
MM which may be for ever, 7 any thing we know y 
| to the contrary: Theſe deſires, I ſay, are alto- 
* gether unavoidable, and muſt ariſe in the breaſts 
of all who have any degree of real goodnels. 


2 4 


Whoever has had the leaſt glimpſe of the beau- 
ty and excellence of real virtue, is not ſatisfyed 
with ſuch views of it ab he has already attained; _- 
but pants aſter a clearer and ſtronger view of its 
everlaſting worth and importance. Whoever has 
felt that pleaſing ſerenity, that lively joy, and 
- delightful liberty, which ariſes from any conſi 
derable degree of ſuperiority to worldly paſſi · 
ons, : longs with ardor, | nay, almoſt, with impa - 
|  tience, to obtain an intire conqueſt over them: 
and whoeyer has taſted the ſublime, the divine 
pleaſures: of true deyotion, breathes with the 


enjoyment of them. To thoſe, then, who aſſeg 
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why.we-cheriſh the inward deſires after the hea- 
venly:graces, and ſtudy to cultivate them ” 
prayer, the anſwer is plain; That the doing fo 


. 


_ the neceſlary conſequence of real virtue, both 


in its firſt and feebleſt, and in its higheſt and 


moſt perfect ſtate, atleaſt while in this world. 

But, if it ſhould be ſtill urged, That, tho? 
„ we muſt have the deſires, tho? we ought to 
«entertain and cultivate them, yet this is no 
„ ſufficient reaſon for our offering them up to 

God, and entreating him to accompliſh them: 


why may we not deſire all the divine virtues, 


e 
and frequently repeat the deſire in our minds 
„ with pleaſure, and with ardor, without direct - 
Ay addreſſing it to God, whoſe infinite good - 


66 neſs inclines him to fulfil it as ſoon as his un · 
„ erring wiſdom ſees fit??? To this I anſwer, 
that it is impoſſible for the human mind to ſtop 


At the deſire: it feels a 5 powerful impulſe, : urging 
it forward to beg God to beſtaw what it wiſhes 
for with vehemence : And this very argument, 

which is urged againſt the liſting up holy deſires 
to God, (viz. that he is infinite in goodneſs, and 


willing to gratify them, ) is a principal motive for 


offering them up; and makes it impoſſible for a 
then, there is a determination in our nature, 
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TS an indent and routes 3 — : 
that it is our b n duty to be 1 


employed in it. 
* her, we may ade | tothe preceeding fer- 
ſonings, that it is highly probable it would be 
neither a wiſe nor kind conduct in Providence, 
to beſtow heavenly wiſdom, worthy di offtions, 
and the happineſs Lade t accompanies t „ of 
thoſe who negle& to on it, and who will not 
acknowledge their Pendence upen it. Is it not 
highly credible, that the infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs of the great Creator of all things, has ęſta- 
bliſhed a ſtanding law in the government of -his 
rational ſubjeAts, that | thoſe diſpoſitions which 
qualify them for his approbation and favour, ſhall 
be beſtowed on none, | but thoſe who ſincerely 
humble themſelves to aſk them? is it not 
ſolemnly declared in t e revelation God hath g. 
ven us, that this is, 1 fac, the great _ — 
rule of his conduct, * ſor theſe bleſſings 
5 muſt be ſought after by the houſe of Lal A 
% Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will 
« deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, Pfl. 
js 1. 15. The Lord i is nigh unto them that call 
upon him, and he will fulfill the deſire of 
2 them that fear him; he will hear their ery, 
e and ſave them. Pal exlv. 18. God reſiſteth 
the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 
% Jumes iv. 6. The meek: God will guide in 
. e Ts 359 — hy oo. . his 
| "1 - approve 


1 


m"=—_ fincere, the humble, and pious petitic. - 
ner ſhould obtain his requeſts, while the neglec- 
ter of God, the unthinking, the prond, and un- 
inner ſhould bs negleed, and con. 
inne to Want, what he will not humble himſelf 
to aſk from the divine bounty? Na, mult it 
not be owned, that we can dilcern wide and juſt 
reaſons, why this ſhould be an ęſtabliſhed law 
of che divine government? Is it not manifeſt, 
that ſincerity, humility, and earneſt deſires alter 
viſdom, and virtue, are diſpoſitions previoully 
neceſſary, in the nature of things, 0 Prepare 
dur minds: for receiving heavenly wiſdom, and 

All the vinues which accompany it? N 


ſenſe of our own ignorance, and camel 


panting after the wiſdom that comes from «bo 
4 fitter di for attaining it, than 3 
eonceit of our on wiſdom? Is 11 
23 manifold diſorders of our hearts, - 
proper ſituation of mind, for receiving hat 
— Mu muſt rectify them, than a vain and 
lin imagination, that all 18 ebe within alrea- 
ay? Is not a ſorrowful ſenſe of our great loſs, 
. void of thoſe divine Sk 
_ form the image of God in us, the moſt natural 
preparation — ed with them? If 
then this ſincerity and humility, theſe ardent de- 
fires of ſpivitual — and this deep ſenſe of 
our - are naturally pto-roquibits to 
yore: rn theſe divine favours ; is it ſuppoſ- 
able, "(where theſe previous qualifications are 
found in a juſt degree egree; and withal a lively per 
ſuaßon chat it is from God alone we cen ob- 
tain theſe ſolid bleſſings,) that the human hort 
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upon the perfect wil 
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enn a bing w x 
_— invocations and p 


To ſum up the whe 
is an inward impulſe, p 
there are frequent prece 
commanding us to pray 


| bliſhed law of the righ! 


over the intelligent w 


themſelves to pray for 
prayer is fo far from in 


gent? A A red 5 
® unpting vs fo p — 
ots of ext 
; and, ſince it ĩs the eſta 
eous government of God, 
1d, that ſpiritual bleſſings 


' ſhall be beſtowed on thoſe only who humble 


them; we may infer, at 
plying any juſt refleftion 


om and goodneſs of the 


great Governor of all things, that it is a juſt com- 
prey with that conſtitution of things which he 


ppointed; and an 
with 1 wiſe order 
prayer is appointed 


=; cing, preſervin 
| and worthieſt dif; 
— but a cone 


cc moſt fincere and fi 
£ the moſt accurate in 


00 to the workings of 


poſition awakened in 


1 


=D conſiderations an 
before it; yet, there 


harmonizing (ſo to ſpeak) 
f his Provi — Since 
God to be the means of 
and increaſing in us the 
itions; to practiſe it is 
urring with him, in his 
he happineſs of his 5 
„ That there is no 
ng any immediate light 


U in conſequence of the 


t prayer: For, aſter 
Ae ee ee 
uman mind, there is 


* nothing to "ohh perceived, but what. may. be -- 


te the natural effect of 
4 ments. In anſwer to this; let it be ob 


ved, that, even ſup 


er motives and 


g e 


human ſoul, where the 2 
| motives have nor bean 


[revelation 
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diſcernable aid of heaven concurring with-thoſe 


| conſiderations and motives ; diſplaying . their 


whole importance and force to the mind; fixing 
the attention of it to conſider them; and laying 
it open to feel their whole power and influence. 
I his at leaſt muſt be allowed, that the ſame mo- 

tives, laid before the minds of different perſons, 


do not produce the ſame effects: In two perſons, 


who ſeem equally capable of diſcerning the 


ſtrength and force of motives; who ſeem to have 


beſtowed equal attention in weighing them; and 
whoſe paſſions ſeem to be equally capable of re- 


ſiſting them; the effects they produce are wide . 


ly different. Beſides, it deſerves our moſt at- 


tentiye conſideration, that there is no inſeparable 


connection betwixt the cleareſt and juſteſt views 
of the excellence and importance of moral and 
ſpiritual objects, and thoſe feelings and affections 


of heart which correſpond to them: a man may 
have the juſteſt and ſublimeſt ideas of all the hu- - 


man, ſocial, and divine virtues, while he re- 


mains in a great meaſure, or altogether, without 


5 any feeling of them in his heart. There are ma- 
ny inſtances in the world, of men, who have 


formed the pureſt and moſt exalted conceptions 


of the divine perfections, who can ſpeak of them 


with dignity, and are highly delighted with the 


theory and contemplation of them; and yet feel 
almoſt nothing of that true devotion of heart, 


which ſhould be awakened by them. In like 


manner, a man may have his mind ſtored with the 


moſt exact and delightful ſpeculations concern- 


ing the beauty and worth of temperance, integri- 
ty, ſincerity, benevolence, friendſhip, humility, 


— 


+ Objeftions anſiueredl. 23 
for believing, that there is ſome ſecret and unn 
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: and lu wan nd foot rere oy vs 1 
e diration; while he | H continues ander the | 
of the lowelt ſenſuality, and 4 ſelfiſh | 

malignant tion. On the other hand ; it 
may be obſerv'd, chat thoſe who are leſs acquain- 
ted with the delightful theories of virtue and re · 
ligion; who have not ſuch exact and perfect no- 
tions of them, and who, From 1 
to other things, are ſeldom emplo | 
on then; yet ate more  unifor y ern "i 
life, by thy, angel” nfluence of the pious and 

virtuous diſp mſelves, than the greateſt 
_ Philoſopher or divine, who ſpends his days in 
contemplating the ideas of them, and thoſe views 
of things which ſhould excite them. Now, as it 
is the good diſpoſitions themſelves, that conſti- 
tute the foul and eſſence of virtue; as they only 
give the true dignity to our minds, and beauty 
to our lives; as they only can form the charac- 
ter which is worthy and acceptable in the fight 
of God; ſo, they are always repreſented in ſcrip- 
ture, as the fruits and effcQts of the Holy Spirit. 
| Gal. v. 22, 23. The fruit of the Spirit 15 love, 
Joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
« faith, meckneſs, temperanee. From theſe ob- 
ſervations, it y appeats, that after we have 


got the p and cleareſt ideas of religion, and 


the fulleſt view of tho ole motives which ſhould 


| Engage us to the of it; there is ſtill ground 
, that God m may bleſs us with thoſe divine 
dots of heart, wiych are the only real or- 


naments to our ſouls, | the only laſting foundati- 
ons of their peace and happineſs. Our ideas are 
but pictures and images of * . 


. 


ind, as the picture of a feaſt cannot ſatisfy out | 
hunger, nor the picture of a fire warm and en- 
ghten us; fo, the fineſt ideas of virtue and re- 
gion cannot make us good and happy, without | 
thoſe diſpoſitions, of heart, which ſhoyld'be ra- 
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ſed and 976 re Dy ment. TITS 
It may be alſo obſerved, as a thing of vety con 
ſiderable importance in the preſent argument, that 


the power of mankind over their own inward dif- 
| 53 or thoſe of others, is not ſo great, as ſome 
ſeem to imagine. No man will venture to boaſt 


that he can by any one effort, how vigorous ſo- 


ever, or even by repeated efforts, reſolutions, 


and endeavours, raiſe the yirtuous diſpoſitions in 
his own foul, to ſuch a degree of firengrh, that 


they ſhall uniformly and conſtantly prevail over 


all the paſſions which may oppoſe them: Farleſs 


new-model the hearts of others, and change their 


_ diſpoſitions, from the worſt to the beſt, at his plea- · 
ſure. Excepting our Saviour, an infallible teach- 
er of virtue, or a maſter of the divine art of form- 


can any one pretend, that it is in his power to 


ing the nobleſt and worthieſt diſpoſitions in the 


human mind, never yet appeared in the world. 


The wiſeſt, the beſt, and tendereſt parent, can - 


not by all his art, and moſt affiduous endeavours, 


beſtow true virtue on his deareſt child: the moſt: 


learned, moſt virtuous, and affectionate tutor, 
cannot form it in his beloved pupil. If an infal- 


any where, what an invaluable treaſure would 


he be; and how worthy to he ſought after in the 


remoteſt corners of the world? No doubt, when 


one reads pious books, hears virtuous diſcourſe, 
ſiees worthy * has enjoyed the be- 


” 


neſit 


libly ſucceſsful teacher of virtue could be found 
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26  Objetlions anſwered. 
naedſit of the fineſt inſtructions, he may, or rather, 
he muſt be furniſhed with the juſteſt and moſt a- 
miable ideas of the whole glorious train of vir. 
: tues: But, it will not follow hence, that he muſt 
| have ſuch a reliſn for the virtues themſelves, as 
ſhall conſtantly render him ſuperior to the temp- 
tations of the world; or even, on the whole, make 
| him a man of a virtuous character. This doc- 
EY trine of the inability of mankind to make them. 
= ſelves virtuous and happy, and of the need of aſ- 


= fiſtance from above, in this divine work, has been 
Us ſio deeply felt by the more thinking and conſide. 
1 rate part of them, that it extorted a confeſſion of 
=! it, even from thoſe, whoſe ſpeculative principles 
\ | ſeemed to lead them to a denyal of it. For we 
1 | find that ſect of the heathen philoſophers, who 
laid the foundation of their ſyſtem in the diſtinc- 
tion betwixt things in our power, and out of our 
power; (meaningby the former, our good diſpo- 
ſitions, reſolutions, and actions; and, by the lat- 
ter, the external enjoyments of the world, which 
depend on a thouſand accidents, over which we 
have no command;) even they, I fay,. in oppo- 
ſition to their favourite diſtinction, inculcated the 
uſefulneſs and importance of prayer. Tf 
To all theſe obſetvations we may add, that 
there has always been a very general and ſtrong 
propenſity in mankind to believe, that God makes 
impreſſions on the minds of men, in an immedi- 
ate manner, And of this it were eaſy to bring 
numberleſs proofs, from the Poets, Philoſophers, 
Orators, and Hiſtorians of former ages. I am ve- 
ry ſenſible that it will be objected, that few pre- 
E pit nary 3 Book IX 2 Simplicius Commentary on 


| Objefjons anſwered. 27 


tend that they themſelves have felt any foreign 
and divine influence, which they could certainly 
diſtinguiſh from the natural and ordinary opera- 
tions of their own minds: but, to this one may 
reply, that it may be the peculiar excellence of 
the Deity's method of operation, that it is imper- 
ceptible in itſelf, and only diſcernible by its ef- 
fects. Thus, tho? we do not feel the Power of 
God, upholding us in. life, yet we do not know 
but it may be as really exerted every moment, 
in ſupporting our being, as it was at firſt, in 
bringing us into it. Beſides, it may be ſaid, that 
many good men, quite free of ſuperſtition, and 
remarkable for ſtrength of mind, have declared 
that they have felt ſecret and ſudden influences, 
determining them to particular ſteps of conduct, 
which had very remarkable effects, as to the 
happineſs and uſefulneſs of their aſter- life: and, 
does not almoſt every one feel thoughts, reſolu- 
tions, and projects, ſpringing up within him, 
which he is not conſcious he has been led to, by 
any former courſe of his reading, converſation, 
or reaſoning? Nay, if there is any credit to be 
given to human teſtimony, muſt we not believe 
that intimations have been made to good men, of 
future events, which greatly concern'd them- 
ſelves, or the ſociety to which they belonged? 
Jo conclude; Thoſe who will not allow any 
immediate influence of the Deity upon the hu- 
man mind, but aſcribe every thing there to the 
natural force of arguments and motives ; ought 
to conſider, that it is only going one ſtep far- 
ther, and they come to God, and muſt on him 
as the original author of all. It is God who has 
made the mind of man capable of perceiving 
4 motives, 
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one's mind, as has 
the virtues of a holy 
on to pray to him, that he 
able wiſdom and goodneſs 


may, in the_unſear 
tinue to preſent ſuch views 


preſented Tuch 


I 


remains abundant reaſ 


of his providence, con 
of things to the mind 
ways to chooſe the vi 
Fourtbly, But ſhoi 


agaged him to practiſe all 


given. And there ſtill 


, as may determine it al- 
rtuous and worthy part. 
ald any one object in this 


manner (which I believe will ſcarce be done by 


any conſiderate man) 


waving the debate about 


the aids which may 

alledging that he ha 
« ſhould I pray for 
© may enlighten my 
“ of my duty, and 
“ cellence and impo 
% truth, integrity, c 
e tues which digni 


6& beautify their lives 


all theſe things 
“life by them.? 
How much is it to | 
who thinks or ſpeaks 


obtained b 
no need of it: What 
Shall I pray that God 
mind with the knowledge 
ake me perceive the ex- 


ance of piety, ſincerity, 


arity, and all thoſe vir. 
the ſouls of men, and 


lready, and conduct my 


life : to God, therefore, 


De wiſh'd, that every one 


in this 1 would ſe- 


ing: wrought upon by them: 
e courle of his providence, 


ee 


prayer, yet 


and manners? I know 


riouſly ask himſelf; Have J already attain'd 
as Clear and diſtinct views of the worth and im- 


portance of all the heavenly virtuès, as are at- 


tainable by mankind? Have they as ſovereign 


men? Am I ſure th | 
ſeen, nothing higher to be felt? What if hu- 


man 


and commanding an influence over my heart and 
life, as ever they had over any of the ſons of 
e is nothing farther to be 
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_  .__Objefions anf 
man nature is eapabſe of 
views of the worth and majeſty of the great 


virtues of the ſpiritual life, than I have yet ob. 


_ tain'd? Nay, may I not ſuppoſe that many of 
the children of men have actually attainꝰd them, 
and conducted their lives more unerringly un- 
der the power and influence of them? Have 1 
any ambition remaining? any thing of that di- 
vine ambition of aiming at a tranſcendency in 


what is great and good, in what is the ſole glo- 


* a reaſonable being? Shall I not then a- 
ſpire after the higheſt ſenſe, and ſtrongeſt im- 
preſſion of thoſe things, that my nature is ca- 
pable of? Is there a great Father of lights, the 
enlightner of all minds, the everlaſting lover 
and friend of truth and righteoufneſs? Has he 
declared that he is ready and willing to enlighten 


thoſe who ask wiſdom from him? Has he a © 


ſured us, that there is a. diſpenſation of grace 


and light carrying on in the world, by his Son 


and Holy Spirit; by which thoſe bleflings are 
perpetually imparted to all who ſincerely ask 
them? Has he already enlightened, in a ſupe- 


rior manner, thoſe ſouls which lay themſelves 


open to his influence? And, ſhall. I refuſe to 


ask this heavenly wiſdom, and live contented 


with a ſmalley portion of it, when a greater may 
be obtam'd! Surely no true lover of virtue, 
no one who has any real greatneſs of mind, 


can bear the thought. But, perhaps, the ob- 


jector will reply: What tho? T have not the 
* higheſt and moſt ſtriking ſenſe of the everlaſt- 
ing worth and beauty of thoſe things; yet I 


have as juſt and. ſtrong a ſenſe of them, as is 


« ſufficient for all the purpoſes of human life; 
7 , , : | as 
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cc ſuaded of the excel 
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4 as much as will enable me to withſtand the 
& temptations of the world, and render me ſu - 

am ſo thoroughly per- 
ellence and value of all the 
& moral and divine yirtues, that I am in no 


* danger of being ſeduc'd into a forgetfulneſs 


& of the duties which I owe to God, to man- 

& kind, or to myſelf, I have ſuch a perfect 

& abhorrence of every thing baſe and unwor- 

ce thy, of every 1 that approaches to a de- 
1 


6“ parture from what is juſt, becoming, and ho- 
66 neſt in human life, that it will be an evyerlaſt- 


ing ſecurity to my virtue: Or, if at any time, 


& thro? the force of ſome great and ſudden 
< temptations, I ſhould be guilty of ſome ſmall 
&« failure, I have nothing more to do, but call 
up the ſtrength and reſolution of my mind, 
& and all things ſhall be right again.” In an- 
ſwer to all this, in the firſt place, it may be ob- 
ſerved, that, ſuppoſing all that true, which 
vain men repreſent to their own conceited 
minds; tho? there ſhould be no need for prayer; 
yet, ſurely, there is the juſteſt ground for ano- 
ther part of devotion, | thankfulneſs and praiſe. 


Is it not reaſonable, that thoſe perſons ſhould 


lift up their hearts and hands in gratitude to that 


God, who has hitherto preſerved them from 


the temptations of the world, and enabled them 
to lead a blameleſs life? Is it not God, who 


made them capable of diſcerning the honeſt, 


the juſt, and worthy part, and enabled them to 
follow it? Is it not God, who planted the good 


_ diſpoſitions in their hearts, and has not ſuffered 


them to be overcome by the contrary paſſions ? 
Can any bleſſing be greater, or afford juſter 
= = ground 
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 Objedtions anſibered. 314 
ground for the moſt ſincere praiſe and thankful- 
neſs? Nay, can any thing be more reaſonable, 
than that they ſhould pray to Heaven with the 
greateſt ſincerity, for the continuance of ſuch 
an ineſtimable bleſſing? Are we not always de- 
pending on the providence of God for it? TO 
how many diſeaſes and accidents are we ex- 
poſed, which no human wiſdom can foreſee or 
prevent; by which the ſtrength of our minds 
may be exceedingly impaired, our tempers fret- 
ted and ſowred, nay, our rational powers en- 
tirely deſtroyed? But, farther, 
Allow me in the ſecond place, to exhort and 
befeech thoſe, if there are any ſuch, who ima- 
gine they have maintained their integrity invari- 
ably, thro? the whole courſe of their lives,(with- 
out the aſſiſtance of prayer, or any acts of truſt 
and confidence in God,) to take an attentive re- 
view of their whole paſt conduct, and compare it 
impartially with the purity and perfection of the 
divine law; and then, let them honeſtly declare 
if they have diſcerned nothing otherwiſe than it 
ougnht to have been: will any one venture to aſ- 
ſert, that, upon the ſtricteſt examination, he finds 
he has not departed from the great rule of what 


is worthy and good, and that in many inſtances; 


or, that he is not conſcious to himſelf, of having 
neglected many things he ought to have done, 
might have done, to render either himſelf or o- 
thers, wiſer, better, or happier? Do not many 
things occur to him, in the ſurvey of his whole 
life, which he diſapproves, which he would not 
chooſe to be guilty of a ſecond time, and which 
he would endeavour to amend, if he were to 
paſs life over again? I am inclined to 3 
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there is no man, who, upon 100 


not be ſenſible he has 
many things, which h 
over again, were he 
ſtances; that he has 
minally omitted, to d 
would now joyfull 
performing, if the like 
ſent themſelves. 
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May 
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back, wilt 
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thought, faid, and done 


would not chooſe to do 


aced in the ſame circum- 


mitted, fooliſhly and cri- 
many things, which he 


brace an opportunity of 
circumſtances ſhould pre- 
it not be further aſk'd, - 


How do you know, but that, if you had been fer- 


up your deſires to God 
on, you might have b 


, for condu& and directi- 
een preſerved from thoſe 


crimes, and thoſe omi 
cannot now review, 

demnation; and been 
ny virtues, and perfor 
ces, the opportunities 
called? | 
May we not further 
ſuch complacency, an 
characters and condud 
in the preſent temper 


ſions of duty, which you 


kom mg regret and ſelf-con- 


ed to the practice of ma- 
mance of many good offt- 
of which can never be re- 


inquire of thoſe who have 
d ſatisfaction in their own 
t; Do you find nothing 
and diſpoſition of your 


mind, which you have reaſonto complain of, and 
oh retify*'d? Are there no 

reed, no virtuous affec- 

firm'd, ſtrengthen'd, and 


which you deſire to ha 
imperfections to be cor 
tions to be refin*d, con 
perfected? Are you alr 
of love to God, and tri 


the whole ſoul, controuls the power of all the 


inferior paſſions, eſtab] 
within, and animates 
and alacrity, in pract 


eady poſſeſt of that degree 
ie virtue, which pervades 


ſhes a perpetual ſerenity 


worthy life? If ye imagine ye are already rais'd 
of perfection; we may ſafe- 


f 1 


to the utmoſt ſummit 


h true devotion had lifted 


ou with the utmoſt joy 
ing all the virtues of a 
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at ſelſ love has blinded your eyes, and made 


you paſs too favourable a ſentence upon your - 


ſelves. This fond imagination, that ye are al- 
ready perfect, is almoſt a demonſtration, that ye 


are yet at a very great diſtance from it: ye have 


certainly fix'd too low a ſtandard of religion: 


your intellectual eye is not quick and piercing e- 


nough, to diſcern the idea of perfection ſet be · 
fore you in the law of God, which ye ought per- 
petually to have in your view, and to be aſpiring 
after, with the utmoſt ardor. There are but few 


to be found, who have attained to the juſteſt and 


higheſt taſte of the true ſublime in heart and life: 
_ Whoever has had a clear and diſtinct view of it, 
will not flatter himſelf that he has reach'd it; 

nay, he will be fully ſenſible, that he has not 


yet approached near it: and, whoeyer fondly i- 


magines that he is come up to it, has not diſtinct- 
ly perceived it. That man muſt have a low un- 
derſtanding, and à vain heart, who is ſatisfy d 


with himſelf, and who fancies he has attain d 


to the truly great and perfect in temper and con- 
Auck: and, whoever is thus eaſily ſatisfy d with 
himſelf, is commonly the only perſon who is 
ſo; or, at leaſt, the number of thoſe. will be 


few, who paſs the ſame judgment on him, that 


he does on himſelf. The higher any one ad- 


vances in religion, his views are proportionabl7ßẽ 
opened and enlarged. That moment the virtuous | 


man has gain'd the victory over ſome bad paſli- 
on he has been long ſtruggling with, he ſees ſome 
other one not quite fabdind within him; and, that 
moment he reaches to ſome. certain pitch of vir · 
tue he had in his view; he difcerns {ome higher. 


+ 


iy venture to aſſert, that ye are miſtaken; and, 
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hy, him: Tn hi, 
reſembles: a traveller in à large champaign 
country; who, this hour, ſees nothing beyond 
a ſmall eminence, which terminates his view at 
2 diſtayce ; the top of which he no ſooner gains, 
than a new extent of country fills his eye, equal 
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itch of it, at a great 
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to that he has already paſs'd. Since, then, there 
is ſtill ſomething yet unattained in the ſpiritual 
life, can we reſtrain ourſelves from praying that 
the God of grace, the author of every good and 
perfect gift, would enlighten our eyes to diſcern 
it, and inſpire us with the divine ambition of 
aiming and endeavouring to obtain it? Is it not 
a joyful, nay, a triumphant conſideration, that, 
by the light and aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of 
od, we may travel on, from perfection to per 
fection, and approach nearer and nearer to our 
Maker, by higher degrees of reſemblance? 
Further, may we not deſire thoſe who ima - 
gine they have no need of prayer, to look for- 
ward to that part of life they may yet have to 
paſs through? Are they certain they ſhall never 
meet with any temptation, that may be an over- 
match for that yirtue of theirs, which they flatter 
themſelves is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed? May there 
not be ten thouſand circumſtances in life, which 
may endanger their integrity? Every occurrence, 
every ſtate, every employment, has its peculiar 
temptations, and may occaſion a departure from 
the right path. What| ſecurity have we in our- 
ſelves? Are we not conſcious that our reaſon is 
| weak, in many things clouded by, ignorance, 
blinded by prejudices, ſeduced by appetites, and 
over-ruled by paſſions, and unreaſonable affecti- 
ons? When we loo 


abroad into the world, 
8 how | 


_ 
how many melancholy inſtances may we mark 
out, of the ſeemingly firmeſt virtue, ſoon ſha- 
ken, and overcome? Muſt we not own that 
wiſer, greater, and better men than we can pre? 
tend to 5 be, | have yielded to the force of tempta- | 
tion; and, in ſome degree, and for. ſome time; 
apoſtatiſed from the cauſe of righteouſneſs? Have 
not they themſelves mournfully acknowledged 
it afterwards ? Can any then be ſo inſufferably 
vain and arrogant, as to imagine that nothing can 
ever lead them aſtray, or in any degree darken 
their underſtandings, or corrupt their heatts? Is 
it not moſt natural for every one who loves the 


good and virtuous part, and delights in the prac⸗- 


tice of it, to wiſh that he may have the aſſiſtance 
| of a ſuperior guide, to eonduct him ſafely thre 
all the ſnares which may be ſpread for him in a 
degenerate world? In a word, every one who 
is thoroughly ſenſible of his own weakneſs, and 
of the innumerable dangers to which virtue is ex. 
poſed in the preſent diſordered ſtate of things, 
will ſee ſufficient reaſon for lifting up his ſoul to 
God in theſe emphatical prayers of the devout 

Pſalmiſt, Pſalm cxix. 3 3,37. Teach me, O 
* Lord, the way of thy ſtatutes, and I ſhall keep . 
< it unto the end. Give me underſtanding, and 
5 I ſhall keep thy law, yea, I ſhall obſerve it 
© with my whole heart. Make me to go in the 
<« path of thy commandments ; for therein do I 
delight. Incline my heart unto thy teſtimonies, 
„s and not unto covetouſneſs. Turn away ming 
eyes from beholding vanity, and quicken thou 
Lein. ðͤ v Ts 
Jo all which, it may be added, That, if e. 
Ver any perſon appeared in the world, who 
| T2 could 


ed. 


" #4 _ 
he had no need of prayer; 
had n 5 P 


Jeſus might have done it: He felt a/ perpetual 
good-will to all mankind, and was animated by 
it to go about in an uniform and unwearied 
courſe of beneficence; he was quite unmov'd 
with the temptations of the world, and walk*d 
on in the execution of his great undertaking, 
with an undaunted and victorious pace, in ſpite 
of all oppoſition ; and yet we learn from the hi- 
ſtory of his life, that he was frequently em- 
proyed in prayer, as well as recommended it to 
is followers : Surely then, no one elſe can 
pretend that he is above the need of prayer, 
and other aòts of de voti. 
Again, It is objected, that, whatever uſe 
prayer may be of, for direction and aſſiſtance 
in the paths of virtue; ſurely it can be of 
“ none, for the obtaining the pardon of ſin, 
* and deliverance from thoſe puniſhments, 
* which are threatned to be inflifted on ſinners, 
cc in this, and an eternal world: For if ſin de- 
< ſerves puniſhment, and if puniſhment is ne- 
©* ceſlary to frighten | us from continuing in 
© it; how can prayers for forgiveneſs - ſecure us 
from thoſe ſufferings, which are intended by 
©. our kind Creator for our reformation and a- 
** :mendment ?” To this it may be anſwered, 
That a ſenſe of our faults, humble confeſſion of 
them,: and earneſt entreating the divine mercy 


to forgive them, are very proper means of 
promoting a penitent diſpoſition in us; they na- 
turally anticipate the neceſſity of puniſhments, 
deſtined for our reformation ; by them we in a 
gentler manner attain to the end of ſuch puniſh- 
ſuffered them; And 


thus 


ments, without havin 


re * 
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thus prayers, for the pardon of ſin, may%ber of 
unſpeakable ad vantage, as they contribute to 
produce that temper of mind in us, Which leads 
to an alteration in our conduèt, and conſequent- 
ly ſecures us from thoſe puniſhments which muſt 
have enſued either on our paſt tranſgreſſions, or 
our perſiſting in the like courſe of iniquity. -»- 
Before we finiſh this head, it may be-proper 
to obſerve, that others argue againſt praying 
for the pardon of fin in another manner: What 
© occaſion can there poſlibly be, (ſay they,) 
cc for praying to God to forgive our ſins? our 
“ ſins are owing to the invincible: force of temp- 
&* tations ; and ſo are only the e | 
ties of our nature; and ſurely an infinitely 
_ © good God can never call us to a ſevere ac- 
count for them.“ As this is an important 
matter, on which our higheſt and eternal intereſt 
depends, it greatly concerns us to take care that 
we do not deceive ourſelves: Let us attend to 
the voice of revelation, and of reaſon; and we 
mall find that they jointly proclaim, with the 
higheſt ſolemnity, that ſin ſhall not paſs unpu- 
niſhed. Hearken to that awful declaration of 
holy writ, Gal. vi. 7. Be not deceived, God 
“ js not mocked; for whatſoever a man ſoweth, 
« that ſhall he alſo reap, for he that ſoweth to 
* his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: 
gut, he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the 
&« ſpirit reap life everlaſting: That is, our e- 
verlaſting ſtate hereafter, depends upon our be- 
haviour here. As ſurely as he who ſows wheat 
or barley in the ſeed-time, ſhall reap the ſame 
kind of grain in the harveſt; and no other; ſo 
certainly ſhall thoſe who live a wicked lite "_— 
De ot =_ 


_ are not — with this ne th 
- claration? The reaſon of this muſt be, that theydo 15 
not in earneſt believe it. ö 
if he ſows the ſeeds of 

cannot reap wheat or | arley; but, every one 
does not believe, that if he lives a vicious and 
impious life here, he cannot enjoy happineſs 
hereafter: What is the reaſon why we believe 
the former, and doubt of the latter, ſince they 
are equally true? The reaſon is plainly this: 
That we have obſerved the courſe of nature in 
the frequent returns of ſeed. time and harveſt; 
and find b by undoubted 4 Ayn that it is an 
invariable law of the natural world, that what- 
ever kind. of grain is ſown, the ſame kind, and 
no other, 1s reap*d in the W But we have 
not yet ſeen one whole 3 year, one full period of 
the government of the rational world: We have 
only ſeen. the ſeed time of human life; ; the 
harveſt, is yet to come, the great year is not 
completed, * within our view: But, aſ- 
ſoon as we enter into the inviſible world, we 
| ſhall be convinced, that it is an unalterable law 
of the moral as well as of the natural world, that, 
whatever a man ſows, that he alſo reaps: 


There we ſhall ſee what dreadful miſery — 


dut of vice, and what further puniſhments are 
"inflicted on it; what unſpeakable happineſs 
grows out of virtue, anc — what additional 
Joy it is crown'd. But, further, let us conſider, 


that, tho? we had not thoſe folemn declarations 
of divine revelation, we ſhould have juſt reaſon 
to dread the cenlequences of criminal indulgen - 
6. both i in this, and in an after-ſtate, For, 


| when 
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when we attend to the conduct of divine Provi- 
preſent, in a certain degree; which gives natu- - 
ral ground to fear that it may be puniſhed in an 


ty of vice, the pangs of remorſe which accom: 
pany it, the havock which it makes of the beau- 
FA the order and peace of our minds, the dire: 

ul effects of it, in the bodies; fortunes; families; 
and characters of thoſe who indulge themſelves 
in it without controul ; plainly intimate, or, ra- 
ther, loudly: proclaim, that the Governour of the 
world is engaged againſt it, and will not ſuffer it 
to paſs unpuniſhed: Now, has the great author of 
nature begun to chaſtiſe, and puniſh ſm here; and 
what ground is there then to hope that he will 
favour it hereaſter? What ſhadow of reaſon is 
there forflattering ourſelves, thatthe meaſures and 
laws of divine conduct ſhall be altered? The o- 
ther world is only a ſucceeding period of the 
ſame government, under the ſame Governour, in 
which we have all poſſible reaſon to believe the 

fame fundamental laws of rewarding virtue, and 
= puniſhing vice, ſhall : continue in full force. It 
certainly then greatly concerns us, not to cheriſh: 
an indifference and fearleſneſs, with regard to 
what may be hereafter; under the righteous go - 
vernment of God. To think or ſpeak in a ſlight 
and unconcerned manner, as to what may hap - 
pen in any period of the divine government, is 
unſpeakable irre verence, and manifeſt impiety: 
But, to live at random, without regarding the 
divine law, and the tremendous ſanctions of it, 
is madneſs, and impiety to ſuch a pitch, as muſt 

aſtoniſnh, and ſtrike every thinking . perſon with 

2 - in Te 7 terror. 
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terör. + Lev: ane then — miſts 
ken notions of the houndleſs benignity and mer. 
cy of che great Parent of all. Do ve allow that 


it is conſiſtent with the moſt perfect goodneſs to 


inflict juſt puniſnments « wickedneſs here ? (and 
41160 i we muſt; for, we ſee that, in fact, it is 
done: ) by what train of aſoning, then, ſhall we 
be able to ſhow, that it is inconſiſtent with the 
ſame perfect goodneſs, g ere it with greater 55 
ſeverity hereafter'? Sow =o 1 
Jtbiy. It is objected, . That thoſe who ſeens | 
to delight in prayer, do not appear to be bet- 
. ter, happier, or more ſucceſsful! than thoſe 
* —_ neglect des = —_— wefind 
int the proſperity of the pious, 
tc or — theſe phy 1 feds of devotion 
e are taught to expe; In anſwer to this, 
Mt _ be obſerved, that there are different ſorts 
pers, who pray om very different views 
and l intentions: ſome pray with no other nor high-· 
er view, than that they may gain a character as 
religious; which may be of uſe to them in the 
profecution of ſome worldly deſign. Others uſe 
prayer as a kind of charm, to render them — 
table to God, or as an atonement and compenſa- 
tion to him, for thoſe luſts of their hearts, which 
they are unwilling to mortify, and thoſe iniqui- 
ties of their lives, which they ſtill continue to 
commit. Now, both theſe ſorts of praying peo- 
le are to be thrown out of the queſtion: and it 
is to be confinꝰd to thoſe Who pray, with ſimpli- 
city and ſincerity of heart; who have no other 
aim in * but tha _ — 4 . — ä 


EE ee 


| ſtancy and alacrity, and who truſt in God; that he 
6 will — them a ſun and ſhield, will give them 
e 

it be aſk d, What the better are theſe perſons for 

their habitual courſe of prayer, and other acts of 
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glory, and withhotd-no gwod-thing 


devotion? The unſweris plain, chat, tho they = 


are not, perhaps, diſtinguiſhed with outward pro- 
ſperity, yet they are rewarded with inward en- 
joyments of a higher and nobler kind. What 
tho* God has not beſtowed, houſes, lands, riches, 
pleaſures, honour, ſtrength, or beauty, upon the 
pious man? theſe are only outward good things, 
uncapable of giving true happineſs to the poſſeſ· 
ſors of them. But, if he has given him grea- 


ter bleſſings, wiſdom, virtue, truth, integrity, 


temperance, humility, meekneſs, contentment, 
and contempt of the world, with all that inward 
peace, joy, confidence in himſelf, and hope of 
immortality which accompanies them; theſe are 
the true riches, the real treaſures of the immortal 
{oul : theſe are ſuch treaſures, as calamity, dan - 
ger, death, can never rob it of, *Tis true, theſe 
inward pleaſures, theſe mental poſſeſſions, are 


not diſcerned by ſpeRators: but thoſe who feel = 


and enjoy them, cannot doubt of their ſyperior 
worth and excellence. As tis well known, that 

many of thoſe who put on an air of happineſs, and 
+ Whoſe outward ſplendor and flouriſhing circum- 
ſtances create admiration and envy in ignorant 
beholders, carry about with them ſecret pains, 
and inward ſtings, which greatly diminiſh, if not 
intirely deſtroy, their apparent happineſs and 
 _ contentment; ſo, it is as certain, that the fincere. 


Kate, . 


| 


is conſcious that he poſs 


at temper and diſpoſition 
ceptable to God, and who 


. the peace of God that paſſeth all underſtand- 


iſt and confidence in the 


x p. 


ing: It is an inward calmneſs and tranquilli- 


— 


ty, like to that of the higheſt heavens. He that 
enjoys it, is eaſy withi 


himſelf, and pleaſing to 


thoſe around him. He is free from thoſe inward 
diſturbances and anxieties which diſquiet the 


. fouls of other men. His converſation is pleaſant, 
and his tranquillity appears in the chearful air of 
his countenance, tho? filent: his mind is open to 
taſte, with full reliſn, all thoſe good things which 
Providence has provided for ſweetning the jour- 
ney. of human life. But, why do I call this hap- 


Py ſtate of mind, tranquillity only !— It is far be- 


ond mere calmneſs or tranquillity. —Fhere may 


be a perfect tranquillity and calmneſs in the air, 


tho the day be overcaft with thick miſts an 


clouds. The tate of t 


a calm and ſerene da 


e pious man's mind is like 
, enlightened and enlive 


| — —— and i Penn, = 
creatures to which he is advanced. When h 
conſiders that he is admitted to be a ſpect 4 
the glorious works of nature around him, and 
that he is not only made capable of — 
the beauty and order, the grandeur and magn 
cence of them; but of adoring,” praiſing, 'reſem+ 
bling and enjoying the great Creator and ſuſtains | 
er of them, he is tranſported with wonder, gra- 
mttude, and praiſe. If kee are my enjoyments 
(oye he to himſelf) in this firſt ſtage of my exit 
ce, when my faculties are only beginning to 
open and unfold themſelves; what new fcenes, 
what nobler and more magnificent entertainments 
may I expect ſhall be preſented" to my view, 
while my faculties are improving und enlar 
ing thro? millions of ages? What divine, what 
inconceivable joys, muſt break in upon me, if 1 
thould be admitted to ſurvey all the bright and 
illuſtrious ſcenes of Providence, in the many o- 
cher rts of God's great dominionsꝭ and thro? all 
the ſucceſſive periods Als! of his righteous govern- 
ment? But, what muſt my ſtate be, When - 
mall ſee my Maker himſelf, not darkly, 
through a glaſs, but face to face? v=— Lite, 
language, imagination fail re Jam, it 
muſt be 9 that e a fountain of Eye | 
ſpeakable delight and everlaſting rapture, 
“ hath not — ear hath not heard, neither hath 
itt entered into the heart of man to conceive 
<- thoſe great things God, hath laid - in ſtore. 
& for thoſe that love him.” e 
The laſt objection 1 ſhall kn notice of, is 
this, That prayer can be of no importance; 
5. for, — things are already fixed by an un- 
„ F 2 1 1 


” 1 15 Pas» iz hes - 


d; Nap — 6 N Aaooane ee 
wat t prayers ar means ming ip 

al bleſſings; 225 herefore, if we deſire thels 

itual bleſſings abſolutely necellary to our hap- 
28 we mult as eatr 5 


— the neceſſary means to prepare ourſelves for 


receiving them, and v which are not ordinarily ap- 


pointed but to ſuch as are thus properly prepared 
— ki rove them. Does any one & | 
to reaſon thus; If i it be decreed that 
I fhall be wiſe and} zarned, I ſhall undoubtedlz 


became ſo, tho I ſhould never converſe, read: 
ink, or exerciſe my und e in 205 w6y 
Did ever. anyone (art ll þcxpadk be would ar- 
knowledge and wiſdom by the mere force 
of an ctemal decree, — rejected all the 
means of attaining it? Did ever the husband- 
mag ſit down and-reaſor thus with himſelf; If it 
0 n A decree of God, that 
ſhall have a plentifu — IL. ſhall certainly 


ee ee nor 


.. field in tha ſec nen e 
the mean of rendering virtuous and happy, it 


is as abſurd to expect we ſhall arrive at virtue 


phbappineſs without it, as it would be for the huſ- 
| bandman to hope he ſhall have his uſual crop, 
; beſtow none of f his uſual labour and 2 in 
unry, | e 
Sabha diſcourſe, it may 
mankind 


alter all that 
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| can do, Ws area Pray og as, 
for 3 == : 
7 Within too | 
for all their ptetended demonfirations 
'T'he foundation for devotion, js Jad: 55 des 4 2 
the human mind, that the utmoſt. att and labour 
ed endeavours of a whole liſe cannot crater.it; 
There are certain circumſtances and ſituatiois of 
affairs, in which. nature will break forth, and 
ſhew its force to be ſuperiot to all artificial ca- 

ſonings: there are; I ſay, duch circumſtances in 
the courſe of almoſt every one's life, as will - 
lige the moſt; hardened; obdurate neglecter or 
contemner of prayer, to lift up his fab to God. 
with the utmoſt fervour. There, are many ſuch 
eircumſtances; but, as it would take up too much 
time to deſcribe them all, we ſliall only mention 
2 few of them. When one is reduced to the ut> 
moſt extremity. of diſtteſs, under the preſſure of 
ſome great aſlliction, when! relations, | friends; 
Ric ſand around, hut cannot give any re- 
or adminiſter any conſolation; where is-the 
man — be found, — ſpeculative opinions car 
15 bin maintain their power over him; and reſtrain 

from. looking up unto God, and i 

aid and relief from him? In all b 
den and extreme danger, do not we ſee how! na- 
turally men fly to God, and invoke him with 
the utmoſt — to help and deliver them? 
In like manner, when the poor, the weak, the 
Lieadleſs man, is ſorely wronged, and grieyouſs 
oppreſſed, by the great and powerful ones of 
earth, and ſecs no > ace way of redreſs 
DR Does he not call upon the great Judge 
of all, to protedt the injured, and plead his rige 
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ny deliberate refleftion, Beſide theſe inſtances, 


I of which bs is 
Intirely innocent, eſpe ially when sccomp anied 
with- uch cirenmſtances of probabili {ge 
his friends, and thoſe wh 45 judge 
moſt favourably of him, cannot help fulpotiog 
does he not then naturally ap- 
to the ind um erring Judge, and 
— a to vindi . lis i —— and clear 8 


„by a fodder impulſe of nature, without * 


ve may take notice of the two following: Firſt, 
is abot to leave the world, _ 


X - I — 5 bs 
even of p omg! women, pm. E 
praying; that > great a 

g who brought him into the world, — led | 
— te dliffe at ſages of life, may con- 

tinue his providential care, conduct him ſafely 

into the untry'd world 6 ſpi , and be his guide 

thro? all the periods of exiſtence ? And, 

Secondly, When any ne nde by, and ſees the 


expiting agonies of his deareſt friend, for whom 


he felt the warmeſt love, and the higheſt eſteem; 
in whom he repoſed: at T unreſerved confidence 4 - 


when he ſees that all hoſe talents, virtues, and 


| er wr which a — his _ are > ſoon 
e as = this'y 
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Ing circumſtances, as the only proofs that man- 
kind are determin'd, by the very frame of their 
nature, to have recourſe to Almighty God? For, 
aſſoon as the faculties of the reaſonable ſoul be- 
gin to open and unfold, it appears to be in 4 
Poſture (I had almoſt ſaid, in an Act,) of devo- 
tion. Do not we ſee all mankind breathing a. 
ter knowledge and happineſs? Do not they 
all purſue truth and happineſs, however far mi- 
ſtaken they may be, as to the kind of it? This 
ardent deſire in the human ſoul, is ſo natural, ſo 


, why do Lina on theſe particular alarm- 0 


eſſential to it, that, perhaps, there cannot be a 


Juſter, or better definition given of it, than that 
it is, a rational being panting for knowledge and 
Happineſs.” It muſt be owr'd, that theſe breath - 
ings of the ſoul (after truth and felicity,) are not 
directed immediately to God, nor explicitely ex- 
preſſed in words: and yet as there is no notion 
or concluſion of reaſon more natural, or obvious 
to the ſoul, than its dependence on God, and 
that he is the ſovereign diſpenſer of its lot, the 
ſource from which all its excellency or happineſs 


muſt flow; prayers are its moſt natural exerciſe, 
and even theſe inſtin&ive'defires may juſtly be 


called natural prayers. They diſcover a plain 
tendency of the ſoul towards God, the eternal 


T fountain of light and happineſs: they are ſure in- 


dications, that there is ſome idea of truth and - 
| happineſs inſeparable from the human mind; 
and that there is a natural inſtin& in it, which 


leads all men to ſeek after and purſue ſome ſpe- 


1 | | Cles 


7 - — — ate: 


from God. Fry. 2 
: From all theſe obſer rations ad reaſoning =» 7 
| — may de, that, age negledting 
Ne an and eve 
| any e or imp in- 
_quiry- ——— nc of the Lemans : 
Kings of the human mind. But, after all that 
2 laid in juſtification of prayer, we muſt ac 
Knowledge, — ather by the pure and re- 
fined feelings of x well diſpoſed heart, that any 
one can be brought to a ll conviction of the 
- Worth and importance of this part of religion, than 
by the force "Ew nent; which, at beſt, can 
only extort the cold af x of the underſtanding, 
or filence in vain reale, — | 5 
Me proceed now to the third thing propoſed, 
- namely, to point out the. advantages which ariſe 
ſom the ſincere and ledfaſt ——— of this 
important duty. And; here, 
—— hen we take the moſt ge 
: neral view of prayer, we cannot help diſcerning 
the uſefulneſs. img rtance of it. When we 
conſider that mankind, in thei preſent ſlate, are 
deeply immerſed in th 1 or enjoyments 
of the world; that external objects are perpetu- 
ally ſtriking upon their ſenſes, playing before 
their imaginations, and making impreſſions up- 
an their hearts; it evidently appears to be an un- 
ſpeakable advantage to them, to- have re 
and ſtated ſeaſons, of ecalling their minds from 


the numberleſs avocations of a vain world, and 
Jod, and ſpiritual things. The 
working the W — 


made 


_ Sing them upon 


dae en the gon. by. men cron 
thoughts which paſs thro” it, is to baniſh them 


# 


" 7 4 * 
* = 1 - 
: 25 e * n 5 8 
. CE, g SE 4 _— 3 
s 4 * 7 * 7 — of * 1 
= 7 * * 2 f I 4 * * » , 17 4 2 
s 4 * 7 F | r ; ol IS * 
- 5 4 4 5 5 A . 
. i * ; bs 4 % - us 7 
. 1 5 : 5 N , bs 
* - J 8 * 
* * - "ta 4 
} : 9 a * 2% wo" 
. X >, Y Me: ft” * 4. 3 gu" « 
* . 5 by 4 J 4 
N — 1 4 } 0 
| 4 * 
s 6 q * * 
Y : 
- - 


d # * 
* ” . 3 
4 of: worldly 


intirely for ſome time, and lay it open by pray- 


er and contemplation,” to the impreſſions of thole 


heavenly and eternal objects, which by their 
greatneſs, importance, and excellence, will en- 
gage and command attention. And, indeed, with - 
out proper ſeaſons allotted to retirement and devo- 
tion, and frequently recurring, we are; in the grea- 
teſt danger imaginable of being under the full 


and uncontrolled power of theſe vain and periſh- - . 
ing objects, which ſurround us in the world; 


and which are perpetually engaging the attenti- 
on of our minds, and ſolliciting the love and al- 
fection of our hearts. Our Saviour, in the words 


of the text, takes notice of this, as the grand ad- 


vantage of prayer, that it is a preſervative againlt 
the temptations of the world. Pray (ſays he,) 


#hat ye enter not into temptation. Now, prayer 


Has a natural tendency, in a great variety of ways, 
to break the force of thoſe temptations to which 
we are neceſſarily expoſed in life. It keeps a- 
live in our minds an habitual ſenſe of our dan - 


ger; diſpoſes us to keep a watchful eye on thoſe 


things from which our danger ariſes; and puts us 
in a proper poſture for reſiſtance and defence. 
It turns away our attention (as has juſt now been 
obſerved,) from thoſe objects which raiſe impure 
deſires and guilty paſſions in our boſoms. It 
calls up ſuch a lively ſenſe of the divine pre- 
ſence; as muſt check the firſt riſings of irregular 


inclinations; and fill us with dread and ſhame, : 


of thinking, ſaying, or doing any thing unwor- 
thy of thoſe who aim at the approbation and fa- 
vour of the great Judge of all. It preſents the 
3 5 = divine 
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% The Uſefulneſs and 
divine perfections to our view, and inſpires us 
with an abhorrence of every thing that would 
render us unlike to them. Whenever therefore 
we are aſſaulted with a temptation to gratify any 
- 1mpure and violent appetite, or paſſion, let us ac 
cuſtom ourſelves to ſtop, till we have lifted up 
our hearts to God, in ſincere and fervent prayer, 
that he may aſſiſt us in the conflict, and give us 
the victory; and we ſhall ſoon feel the violence 
of the temptation abated, and that we are ena- 
bled to exert a hidden ſtrength, and to obtain an 
intire maſtery over it. %%% a Þ 

Secondly, As prayer fortifys us againſt temp- 
tations to ſin; ſo, it inſpires us with the love, and 
animates us to the practice of every virtue. By 
offering up our moſt earneſt deſires to God, that 
he may more and more beautify our ſouls with 
all worthy and good diſpoſitions, our love to 

them is increaſed; and we are the more diſpoſed 
to employ eyery proper mean of eſtabliſhing and 
ſtrengthening them in our hearts. When we pray 
-that the venerable image of our Maker may be 
ſtamped upon us, the divine perfections are ne- 
ceſſarily preſented to our view, and contemplati- 
on; our love and admiration of them is heighten- 
ed, and we are fired with the noble ambition of 
drawing nearer and-nearer to them, by greater 
degrees of reſemblance, When we contemplate 
the deformity and miſery of vice, under the ac 
tual ſenſe of the preſence of God, and intreat 
him to preſerve us from it, we cannot but look 
upon it with the higheſt indignation, and form 
the moſt ſtedfaſt reſolutions to abandon it. When 
we view the beauty of holineſs, as our Creator's 
glory, and lift up our ſouls to him in ardent pray- 
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ers, to adorn us with it, we muſt 
warmed with the love of it, and lay ourſelves - © 
under the ſtrongeſt vows 'of adhering Lee, 
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and invariably to it, through the whole cou 


the kind and benevolent affections contributes 


greatly to enliven and invigorate them: moreo- 


ver, thoſe views in which prayer preſents our 


brethren of mankind' to our minds, tend greatly 

to ſoften our hearts and heighten our goodneſs | 
and tenderneſs for them: when we conſidet them 

as a part of the ſame great family of God, with 


ourſelves; as partakers of the ſame nature, as 


liable to all the ſame dangers and diſtreſſes, 
as groaning under the ſame darkneſs of under- 


ſtanding, diſorder of heart, and violence of paſ- 


fion ; it will be impoſſible for us not to love and 


pity them with the greateſt tenderneſs, and pray 


with the utmoſt ardor, that they may be at laſt - - 


eſtabliſhed in ſome better and happier ſtate. 


Thirdly, Prayer puts us into the beſt frame 
and ſituation of mind for receiving the influences 


of heavenly light and grace. It promotes a cer- 
tain ſolmels 


G 2 harden- 


of our lives. When we give full vent to the ar- 
dent hreathings of our ſouls after the love of 
God, gratitude to him, and confidence in him; 
theſe pious affections are immediately awaken- 
ed, and ſtrengthened in ſome degree in our 
hearts: and when we indulge ourſelves in fre- 
quent and ardent prayers for the proſperity and 
welfare of our fellow creatures; this exerciſe" of 


s and tenderneſs of heart, which ren- 
ders the ſoul eaſily ſuſceptible of the impreſhons- 
of ſpiritual and divine objects: the ſoul, when 
duly ſoftened and humbled by prayer, feels and 
ſees in quite another manner than when: it is 
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je Uſb TY and 
puſt up with pride and vanity. R 


e — 2 —. ace s Glpoſes us to attend 


to, and follow every ray of light, how. ſmall ſo- 
ever: whereas, pride 0 underſtanding ſhuts out 
the light, and turns away the attention from it. 
We ſhould therefore conſider prayer, and exer- 
ciſe ourſelves in it, as the great means appoint- - 
ed by God for drawing dah that wiſdom from 
above, which' is neceſlary to guide us to our 
higher country, and tc ettle us in eternal reſt 
and: happineſs, in our Father's houſe : See, for 
the proof of this, many ſolemn paſſages of Holy 
- -— rug James i ir. 6. Pſalm xXXv. 9. La. | 

VE 2 

 £aurthly, True de rotion miles the human 
foul to an uncommon pitch of grandeur and ele- 
vation. The mind up an Gs to adapt itſelf 
to the different nature of the objects with which 
it is convetſant: it is cor * by 
being employ ed in littl NS low: things; ad it 
18 — enlarged and exalted, by the 
contem plation of: thoſe | things which are great 
and fublime, The: perfections of the Deity, his 
univerſal and eternal 5 0 vidence, the excellence 
of virtue, and of thoſe general laws.of God which, 
are the foundation. and ſupport of the order, the 
beauty, and happineſs. of his w g 
dom; the dignity and iin mortality of the human 
ſoul, whereby it is capable of vaſt and endleſs: 
improvements; theſe ate objects of ſuch a ſtrik⸗ 
4. — —— — — 7 68 
and enlarge the employe in contemplating 
them, All worldly and — things. muſt ap- 
_ pear unworthy tho love and purſuit ans that- _ 


which, is raiſed a above. all — things, and: 
; 5 


| * which aſpires to, and purſueg- that happineſs, 
which ariſes from the love, the reſemblance, and. 


enjoyment of the great Creator of all. „ 


no greatneſs of mind equal to that which ſprings 
from the divine ambition of aiming at a reſem 
bling God; and from the glorious hope of ſee- 
ing him as he is, in ſome future period of exiſ- 


= tence. ©: Now, are we the ſons of God, but it 
& doth not yet appear what we {hall be; but we 
& know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be. 


\ 5 


e like him, for we ſhallſee, him as he is.” 1 Zolm 


A . 1 5 % MR £55 A 
 Fifthly, True devotion gd a wonderful 
| ſtrength, and firmneſs, to the ſoul which is under 
the full power and influence. of it. That man muſt 
adhere with inviolable conſtancy to whatever is 
great or good in life, who is animated with the 
hope of the divine approbation, and who relies 
with aſſured confidence, on the friendſhip, pro- 
tection, and aſſiſtance of the great Ruler of all 
hings. No difficulties, no dangers can terrify 
can make or deſtroy a world when he pleaſes. 
No temptations of pleaſure: or profit can allure 
him who truſts in an almighty friend, who is able 
to make him happy, in ten thouſand, methods, 
beyond what he can conceive. Every worldly. 
thing vaniſhes at the preſence of him, before 
hom the whole world is as nothing, leſs than 
e nothing, and vanity. Even, death itſelf is 
ſtript of all its terrors, to the pious. man; when 
it is conſidered only as a removing that vail of 
fleſh, which interpoſes betwixt him and the in- 
viſible world. Nay, death itſelf is deſirable; . 
as it diſcloſes eee aa dali . 


— 
. 


Fl * 
- - "1 
, 8 
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and admits the deyout ſoul to the more immedi-- 
ate preſence of its God, where there are ri · 
« yers of pleaſures for evermore ... 
5 Since then prayer is a reaſonable thing in it - 
(elf; ſince there are ſo many, and ſo great ad- 
4 vantages ariſing from the ſincere and ſtedfaſt pra-' 
Rice of it; it muſt be both our duty and our inte- 
reſt to continue inſtant in it. And that we may 
be animated with fervor and ſincerity in the e. 
erciſe of this part of our duty, let us frequently 
inculcate on ourſelves, that we are weak, indi- 
gent, and ignorant creatures; and that we de- 
pend intirely on our Maker, for all we poſſeſs 
at preſent, or hope to enjoy hereafter.” The 
firſt and moſt obvious reflection convinces us, 
that we are nothing of ourſelves ; but that it is 
by the Power of God we have our exiſtence: No 
man was ever ſo preſumptuous and abſurd, as to 
imagine or aſſert that he was author and original 
to himſelf; and that he felt a mighty power by 
which he brought himſelf into being, and could 
continue himſelf in it as long as he pleaſed. E- 
very one acknowledges that he finds nothing in 
his on nature to warrant his ſubſiſtence in this 
world, for one moment; and far leſs to enſure it 
for ever in another. Nay, even ſuppoſing our 
exiſtence continued to us by that All- mighty Be- 


—— — —————— —C——————————————— * 
* 
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ing who gave it, we are conſcious that we can- 
| not conduct ourſelves ſurely to that ſtate of per- 
ll fection and happineſs, which our natures are ca- 
niuble of, and for whichthey were deſigned. When 
ll we have view'd ourſelves on all ſides, we find 
0 we are in the moſt forlorn and helpleſs conditi- 
du imaginable, without the Siendihip of a ſupe · 
1 _ rior and almighty Being. In order to repreſent 
| = our 
0 . 
k 
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Auuantager of 'Priyer. - "45 5 
the all-ſuſtaining and all-conduting Providence 
of our great Creator, let us ſuppoſe, that, in a „„ 
morning, when we awake, we ſhould find our _ 
ſelves failing along, with all our, neareſt relations 
and deareſt friends, in a wide, unconſtant, and 

ſeemingly boundleſs ocean; where we ſee ftofms 
and tempeſts gathering around us, hoyering over,, 
and very ſoon to break upon us; being utterlyun- - 
capable ourſelves to ſteer our veſſel to any ſafe 1 
harbour, and without any hope of aſſiſtance, ei- | 
ther from men or inviſible powers; ſo that we 
could expect no relief, but muſt be in perpetual 
dread of being toſſed up and down at the pleaſure 
of winds and waves, till we ſhould be ſtarved to 
death, or, until our veſſel ſplit upon ſome unſeen -. 
rock, and weſhould ſink to the bottom. Would not 
our caſe be extremely lamentable? Jet this is. but 
a faint image of our ſtate here in this world, with - 
out an aſſured truſt in the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of an inviſible and almighty Friend, who will lead 
às ſafely thro? this dangerous voyage of human 
life, and land us at laſt on ſome peaceful ſhore. 
Me find ourſelves placed here in a vaſt, and, > 
to our view, a boundleſs World, and in the midſt _ 
of an incomprehenſible ſcheme of things: We 
know not whence we came, or whither we are 
going: we behold an eternity before us; but know 
not what ſhall befall us, while we continue here, 
at our departure hence, or in any period of that 
endleſs duration thro? which we may paſs. We 
ſee other perſons around us, of the ſame nature, 
and in the ſame circumſtances with ourſelyes : 5 
they are as ignorant and as weak as we are; and 
can give us neither information nor aſſiſtan ee. 


When 


rimes, indeed, — dofres,jo ul hopes, and _ 
delightful affections, enliven and e 1 

hearts: but, at other tin jos, vain deſires, alarm- 
ing fears, and guilty paſſions, diſquiet and tot- 
ment them. It is not in our power, to preſerve 
75 uniformly the gentle emotions, and happy ef- 
fects of the former; or to baniſh intirely the un- 
quiet workings and baneful influences of the lat- 
ter. When — look back on that part of our life 
which is already paſt, we cannot avoid being ſelf. 
condemned for many inſtances of fin and folly; 
which ſometimes awaken within us dire forebo- 

wh 1 nent awaiting us in ſome fu. 

R—_ 'our Exiſtence: and, when we look 
8 35 to that part of life which lies before 
3 us, we find reaſon to dread we ſhall be guilty of 
the ſame, or the like dey artures from the paths of 
1 wiſdom and righteouſneſ; i. Letanyoneretire from 
1 the noiſe and hurry of the world, and reflect ſe- 
| _, _ with himſelf upon his preſent ſtate, as a 
: | Nate of trial, in which there is a certain path 
| mark d out to him by the great Author of his be- 
FD ing; and that according as he walks in it, or de- 
. parts from it, ne ſhall t NN or miſerable in 
this, and in another life : 150 after he has im- 

rinted on his mind a juf and awful ſenſe of this 
intereſting and important truth, that his eternal 
happineſs de s upor | his behaviour; let him 
further conſider, that, through the weakneſs of 
- his underſtanding, the ſt eng of his paſſions, the 
. Hekleneſs of his beſt reſolutions, and the num 
temptations of t — ä 
_—_ 
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e him to break out in theſe or ſuch like 5 


4 1 „ intermix'd witk prayers, /** O my 
( ſoull ho great is thy darkneſs „ how deep A 9 
„ thy corruption, how manifold are the dert E422 


4 ic which thou art expoſed in this thy paſſage 
<-thro*this-world | thou knoweſt not where thy 
e true happineſs lies; thou art ignorant of the. 
| ©. ways that leads unto it; thou haſt frequently 5 
wandred in à vain purſuit of falſe appetran- 
60 ces of it; and thou art in the greateſt danger - 
. of ſtill-wandering farther from OR... 
3 O Father of lights, open mine eyes to fee 
what my true happineſs is; point out the road” 
4 clearly that leads unto it; and never ſuffer me 
a0 depart from it. Send forth thy light and 
thy truth, let them lead me and bring me to 
that new heaven and new eartli wherein dwel- 
lech righteouſneſs: Guide me with thy coun· 
* while here, and alterwand receive me to 
10 4 HEE 2544 54 As 1 4 4 155 
Further, let the ſame perſon! continuing nis re- 
tirement and meditation, ſurvey with ſeriouſneſs 
and attention the whole extent of his duty to 
? mankind, and to himſelf, and the ma- 
3 awful obligations he lies under to fulfil it; 
and he ſhall ſcarce be able to contaig, himſelf 
from-giving vent to the lively workin of his 
heart, in theſe or ſome ſuch mournful acknow- 
leinen and ardent petitions. 155 
O my God, how faint and iniperſed are 
— views of thy infinite perfection and glory * 
little do I Let of thatadoration and praiſe, - 


that eee e which ate indiſpen,, 
4 —— 7 abi 


«12 Wo 


U k wi eh e 4 53 


= 1 | » * 
; 3 20 Vs 
* 7 142 77 


fe. eee ano fan Wha b haſt prefered ; 
$ pn my View the! [yntverdal frame of nature, 
„ which is a ſtanding monument, à perpetual 
$. xemembrancer, of if Y 6reating wr ad d 
e . 
y eme ca oContemplating 

„ the wondrous — K of the heavens, whoſe 

$ auguſt magnifs % immeaſurahle extent, and 
4 beneficial influenges on this lower world, af 
ford me at pra! a Jirely repreſentation and 
4 convincing evidens . KY infinite glory, thy 


boundleſs immenſiqy, 7 diffulore Berga) 
te tho” thou vaſt pla placed me here in an apartment 
ae nd mn pl + 1 fee thy inexhauſtible 
power 2, perpetually emplo 
« ed in raiſing up, Tay porting and providing for 2 
« innumerable families of ty creatures around 
1 me; tho” thou given me an organized bo- 


A* dy, fearfully and v. derfully rpg en | 
<* the frongelt marks: divine wikdom, and kind 
4 intention, in the contrivance of every part and 
& member of it; tho ; thou haſt placed à noble 
& inhabitant within, hoſe faculties and yo 
4 ſitions, with, a, capg ity; of cndicſs i 
Amen in knowledge and virtue, are the Carole 
4 prog, and truck is nage of thy infinite wiſdom 
« ao perfect goodneſs; nas tho? thou haſt fa. 
Voured me with a re. lation of thy will, con · 
pc talning the cleareſt a and moſt expreſs. diſcove-· 
4 ries of thy perfections; and . adoration, 
cc praiſe, and confidence, are due to them: yet, 
& alas! all theſe Various and ſtriking manifeſta- 
F tions thou haſt given jun — make but 
4 f feehle and tranſient impreſſions upon my 
How bis the diſorder of dle 


ii 1 * 


- 
* — - N h 
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„en OM. + 
1 Se pleafurks, tienes, ah 


it ſtrike upon ny iagtiration, ad captivaremy 


4 heart; while thy Perfect Excellence; Wu un 


* bounded goodie 8, and eternal providente, are 
. either intirel) Uſregatdeg | by me, or thou ght 
* "upon with à ftupid coldileſs arid Aafterenee, 

00 Heavenly Father, author of eve 


e and perfect gift, reftify all the ai 0 of 
tore all in wy faculties to their ori. 
ginal ald Worthieſt eftiploymetit! May it 


„ 1 te 


ce Rencetdren be my chief delight to contem lat 
«© thee, in all the diſcoveries thou haſt made 
« thyſelf, in thy wondrotis works, and in $4 


te revelatiotis of thy will! Give me ſuch b Corr 


* and affecking views of thy fupteme glor 
excellence, as Thall kindle that flame of love 

to thee, in my breaſt, wHich' fliall never be 

= ON ingt ted, but burn ſtronger and ſtronger 


. thy conſtant bounty to thy whole creation, as 
2 ſhall ſtir up all that is Within mie to bleſs and 


i praiſe thy name, for ever and ever! Eſtabliſh ! 
« my ſoot in ſuch a firm perſuaſion of the Infl- 


mie $00dfieſs and wiſdom ef thy uniyerſal and 
* evetlafting providence, as ſhall Teng me i 
2 row myfelf, and all my "ho intefeſts u 
& it, with 2 boundleſs conkid 
1 Hofts, bleſfed is the man that ery in thee! 


1 ſhafl be kept in perfect peace, when my 


4 minds ſtayed on thee. 


I muſt acknowledge hefore thee, the ſedrch- 


15 er of hearts, that T diſcern and feel other 
Wl | Hz > me 


1 this Vain Sod; emplb my underſtanding, 


Fheatt with uch a 
p ſenſe af all thy ttiercies to me, and of 


nce! O Lore of 


= © ke 68 F 
. habitual forg erte s 
4 goodaeſs, 1 id inſei fbllity of thy in 
4 expreſſible glory and. greatneſs. Thou haſt 
& ſurrounded me here in thy world, wich my feb 
© low creatures, the children of thy or and 
4 made me capable of exerciſing kind affeRtions 
< towards them; of rejoicing with them in their 
proſperity; of ſymp thifing with them in their 
< adverſity; and of performing kind offices to 
„them in every ſtate: but, «St how often 
4 have I failed in this part of mY. duty! Iam 
« conſcious to myſelf, that my friendly affecti 

* ons, at beſt, are but too no and limited ; 
7 frequent! y interruptec ſometimes overcome, 
1 


by the workings of the ſelfiſh and intereſted 
paſſions. O greds Father of all, who art love, 
e and dwelleſt in love, teach me to imitate thy 
o . N. and univerſal goodneſs! Enlarge my 
“heart to embrace the whole human kind! Make 
me feel a perpetual flow of goodwill to all thy 
* children around me! Check the growth, 
* nay, Kill the 2 of all malice, envy, and 
 * Ul-will in my boſom! Raiſe me to that hap- 
„ py ſtate, in which I ſhall forges myſelf, and 
Es xg my chief delight in ſpreading peace, 
cc 
199, 4 happineſs Il around me, to the ut- 
power! Tor all the tender and ge- 
pr. ee, ions increaſe in ſtrength, in fer- 
© your, - 3 extent, in my ſoul; till I become 
it to be tranſplanted into that happy kingdom, 
< where peace and concord, love and friend- 
7 ſhip, reign in full beate for RR and & 
66 prov . 


4 # 2 
+>, Ot my foul, under how many hinderances 


$4 „ 7 
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| 4 ce doſt thou: laben Ae ee £0 
« 


© erciſe. of the nobler. affections; 


6 ſurp that dominion which belongs unto thee. 
„ Under their tumultuous;/gover 
4 derſtanding is darkened, thy affections corrup- 


ce ted, and thy inward 8 almoſt quite 


"6 deſtroyed. O God, who haſt the hearts of all 
men in thy hand, and turneſt them dart. 
b> « ſoever thou leaſeſt, eſtabliſn thou that 274 
„ me; which is immortal and divine, in its juſt 


e ſupremacy; Subject all my lower. 1 to 
- 8 and make me to enjoy. that in- 


ee ward compoſure, and ſerenity, which is al. 


4 ways to be ſoundl under its gentle way! O 
e thou, righteous Judge of all the earth, who 


ec rendereſt to every one according to his works; 


4 when I take a calm and ſerious review of all 


ee the motions of my heart, and actions of my 
life, I muſt; acknowledge with deep- regret; 
< that I find many things which I cannot ap- 


4 prove; nay, many things for which I am ſelf. 2 | 


*, condemned; and which, I cannot recall to my 
remembrance, without feeling the peace of my 


6 mind ſenſihly diſturbed ,my confidence inthee 


OS 

greatly ae and the awful drgad of thy 
ab; dif leaſure ſtrongly awakened. 

72 y 4 God, me 
« Caller g. and abundant in goodneſs and truth, 


3»; keeping mercy for thouſands, forgiving ini : 


6. quity, tranſgreſſion and ſin; forgive my in- 


ee numerable follies and tranſgreſſions; deliver 


# me from the dreadful conſequences -of them, 
1 1 * and 
| | : F 
8 + OT _ : 
; * 5 


. ns 1 — 
s ſenſe of what is heavenlꝝ and ee e ; 


2nt thy un = 


___. and gracious, - lon 8 
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me; direct me to tlie 


3 and to the p r means 
„„ fountain of light and 
, , tho? it ſhoul | be by 
3 ing 5 never leave me to my. 
5 4 ſelf] direct mo to right improvement of 
OE” « all the aſſiſtances haſt — 1. i 
A | % 4 Darn ying and perk 8 Ys ature ca 
5 — cle clearly, te believe firmly, 
© to — juſtly, and comply ſincerely, with 
that laſt and brighteſt revelation — haſt 
1 given me by Jeſus Chrit: Give me a juſt 
= 4 ſenſe of the unmerited, unſolicited, and wofi- 
BT « derful friendſhip of the eternal Son of God; 
| f < who, tho' he was rich, yet, for the fake of 
= & 4 ate ſons of men, became poor, and was 


_ TR __ 6 made fleſh, and ſuffer 
3 | m ight enligl 2hten their darkned underſtandings, 
1 «pry thei their coprupted hearts, exalt their de 
* J + 66  delivet them Tron the p 

3 i eee ths ſet open the gates 


45 
* 


* « of immortality before them, and conduct them 
co the preſence of their God. Teach me 
=” „ to hearken to his rin > inſtructions; to copy 
"2 after his ſpotleſs ex nple; to approach to thee 

«by: him, as my grear ] diator; and to expect 
< the b er fins, on tho terms mar · 
es out in his g welt Let the ſerious eenſi- 


"need of ſuch a Saviour, beget 


he deepeſt fenſe of m) 
let the confederation 
EI... 
* 5 | 
» — 


and died, that lie 
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